
 
     

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Welcome to the Winter newsletter of the Justice and Peace 
Co-ordinating Council, which we hope you find varied and interesting.  Please 

note PDFs of posters for the Outreach as Mission Retreat and the Church Action 
on Poverty event are on the accompanying email.  

 
Articles in this newsletter are as follows: 

• Tyne and Wear Citizens listening campaign 2020  
• Outreach as Mission retreat 6pm Friday  6th March -2pm Saturday 7th March  
• The Hexham Debates 2020 
• Bright Now! Towards fossil free churches 
• The National Justice and Peace Network annual conference.  

 
We regularly update our webpage on the Diocesan website. This can be accessed by going 
to our page on the Diocesan website. 
 

 
You are receiving this newsletter because you have signed up in the past to receive 
information from the Justice and Peace Co-Ordinating Council. If you no longer wish to 
receive this please contact me at lizarchibald.justiceandpeace@gmail.com. 
 
 
 

We do not share your details with any third parties 
  

Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle 

Justice and Peace News 
Winter 2020 
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Tyne and Wear Citizens Listening Campaign 

For the past two years Tyne and Wear Citizens (TWC) has been focussing on three campaigns 
that were voted as the most popular at the Delegates Assembly in November 2017. Those 
campaigns were: improving Mental Health services in the region; challenging low pay and food 
poverty and combating hate crime especially on public transport in the region. Wins on all three 
campaign has been achieved though some of the goals have not been obtained. But 
acknowledging that TWC works on a cycle of action and listening, the Leadership Team agreed 
that in 2020 there would be a new cycle of listening so we become aware of what are the key 
issues now for our members 

The listening campaign goes to the heart of what Community Organising is about. We are not 
consulting government agencies, local media, business or lobby groups. We are not processing or 
exploring government statistics. TWC wants to know what are the issues that are impacting on you 
and those you love, live and work with. 

I have to admit that until it was brought to my attention by the last round of listening, I was not 
aware that Mental Health provision was such a huge issue and impacting on so many people. So 
the process can bring up surprises and issues that are not on the national or local media agenda, 
but through this process your concerns can be heard and being given central focus in a campaign 

The listening campaign was launched at the AGM of TWC on December 5th .  Between the 
institutions they pledged to undertake over 1,400 conversations. The Diocese pledged to have 250 
conversations. In these conversations with anyone in your community, we want you to ask the 
question ‘What is putting pressure on you, yourself and your communities?’ In asking this question 
we hope that it will identify areas that TWC can campaign on. Since the Diocese is a strategic 
partner anyone in the diocese can take part in this conversation. So can you identify people in 
your family, or place of work or parish with whom you could ask this question? If you can please 
take a note of issues that have expressed and please pass them onto Fr Chris Hughes at 
chris1707hughes@live.co.uk 

In gathering the information we will seek to identify key issues which will be put to a delegates 
assembly in the autumn of this year and the three issues that receive the most votes will become a 
focus for three campaign in 2021. 

I would encourage as many people as possible to ask the question :What is putting pressure on 
you, your family and communities?  In asking this question we will be able to campaign on issues 
that  maybe neglected by Government and media but are important and relevant to you. So, 
please get talking ……and listening!! 

 
Fr Chris Hughes  
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Outreach as Mission   
 

Social outreach is a central part of the mission of the church.  To help us reflect on 
this, there will be a retreat from 6pm Friday 6th March till 2pm Saturday March 7th 
led by Fr Chris Hughes at the Emmaus Youth Village, Consett, DH8 9 BA.  
The retreat will both inspire and renew those engaged in social outreach. The cost is 
£30  
 
For more details please contact adultformation@diocesehn.org.uk  
 

Bookings can be made via Eventbrite  https://outreachasmission.eventbrite.co.uk 

To pay for the cost of the retreat, please send a cheque for £30.00 made payable to 
'Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle' to 

Dept. for Adult Formation and Evangelisation 
St Cuthbert's House 
West Road 
Newcastle upon Tyne 
NE15 7PY 

 

Please see accompanying pdf  

------------------------------------------- 

mailto:adultformation@diocesehn.org.uk
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  The National Justice and Peace Network are asking their members and supporters to lobby our 
dioceses, parishes and religious orders and organisations to divest from fossil fuels. In 
January,the dioceses of Middlesbrough and Lancaster announced they were divesting. Members 
of the Justice and Peace Co-ordinating Council have recently written to our diocese asking them 
to consider divestment from fossil fuels. We are awaiting a response. Anyone wanting to learn 
more about this issue will find useful resources at CAFOD, Operation Noah and BrightNow  
 
 
 

 The Hexham Debates 
 
The Hexham debates are a fantastic opportunity to hear nationally acclaimed speakers in our local 
area.   
 
This year sees the thirteenth series of the Hexham debates. Organised by Northumbrians for 
Peace and Hexham Quakers, they seek to carry on the tradition of active, radical debate essential 
for ensuring freedom and justice for all. The debates are on Saturdays from 11.00am to 12.30pm 
with tea and coffee to follow at the St. Mary’s Centre, St. Mary’s RC Church, Hencotes, Hexham, 
NE46 2EB. 
 
The debates this year are as follows, but please go to 
https://hexhamdebates.wordpress.com for more detailed and current information. 
 

Saturday 7 March 2020 
People move! 
People have always moved and they always will. We can make migration work for everyone, but 
we won’t be able to until we recognise that building higher walls doesn’t change the reality of 
movement. It only leads to injustice. We urgently need to rethink the way we view migration . 

Satbir Singh, CEO of the Joint Council for the Welfare of Immigrants. Previously he’d developed 
campaigns and political strategies for people’s movements across the world and worked as an 
adviser on peacebuilding, good governance and human rights to the UN and the World Bank. He 
studied at Oxford and PSOASand was a Fulbright Scholar at Columbia. 

 

Saturday 28 March 2020 
The eco-spiritual challenge of our time: Extinction Rebellion as our last best hope 
We have gambled too much to date on being able to stop the juggernaut of climate and ecological 
collapse from destroying us. We need to think very seriously about what will happen if we fail to 
stop it. In this talk I discuss the ascendant idea of ‘deep adaptation’, which aims to prepare society 
for likely impending collapses, and the need for it to be a key demand in climate campaigning. In 
particular, I probe the spiritual dimensions of deep adaptation and more generally of waking up to 
the full gravity of the long emergency we are in. 

https://hexhamdebates.wordpress.com/


Rupert Read, Reader in Philosophy at the University of East Anglia; Co-convenor of XR Political 
Liaison Group. Rupert is author of seven books on a range of subjects and specialises particularly 
in Wittgenstein, philosophy of film, and environmental philosophy. Recently Rupert has become a 
key spokesperson for the Extinction Rebellion movement. 

 

Saturday 25 April 2020 
Refugees in modern world history: reflections on past and present 
The plight of refugees has again become a dominant focus of public debate as it was in the 
aftermath of the two world wars. It speaks to the desperation of displaced people and the 
intransigent stance adopted by many governments. This talk examines the circumstances, actions 
and trajectories of refugees in different times and places, and what this means for refugees to 
encounter government officials, aid agencies and host communities. In thinking about refugees as 
flesh and blood rather than as flotsam and jetsam, the talk will also reflect on the ways in which 
refugees have expressed themselves. 

Peter Gatrell, Professor of Economic History, University of Manchester. Peter is the author of 
several books on refugee history, including A Whole Empire Walking: Refugees in Russia during 
World War 1 (1999) and The Making of the Modern Refugee (2013), as well as books on Russian 
economic and social history. His latest book, The Unsettling of Europe: the Great Migration, 1945 
to the Present, appeared with Penguin Books in 2019. In 2019 he was elected a Fellow of the 
British Academy. 

 

Saturday 2 May 2020 
Thinking Like an Ecosystem: The Need for New Stories. 
In a world that has been reduced to a market, and nature a cache of exploitable resources, people 
are downgraded to consumers. Our compliance in this travesty is bought by marketing, to which 
digital technology has gifted ubiquity, camouflage and even more power. The resulting harm to our 
bodies and planet is becoming all too apparent; but the most damaging effect is to blot out 
alternative narratives. This session will, with your help, redress the balance. 

Gerard Hastings, Emeritus Professor, University of Stirling. Gerard researches the impact of 
business on society – both for good and ill. This has involved him in advising Government and civil 
society nationally and internationally. His latest books are Social Marketing: Rebels with a Cause 
and The Marketing Matrix: how the corporation gets its power and how we can reclaim it. In 2009 
he was awarded the OBE for services to healthcare; in 2014 he accepted the Queen’s Anniversary 
Prize on behalf of the University of Stirling. 

 

Saturday 6 June 2020 
The Politics of Global Heating 
How has it taken so long to get serious about global heating and climate disruption? Why have 
climate change deniers been so resolute, and have we at last started to respond properly – and in 
time? 

Paul Rogers, Emeritus Professor of Peace Studies, University of Bradford and the Oxford 
Research Group’s Global Security Consultant. Paul has worked in international security, arms 
control and political violence for over 30 years. He writes monthly Briefings for the ORG website 
analysing the international security situation, and reports for the ORG on international security and 
the ‘War on Terror’. He also writes regularly for openDemocracy. 



 

  

 
Annual Justice and Peace Conference 17th-19th July 2020 

The Hayes Conference Centre, Swanwick, Derbyshire  

‘2020 Vision – Action for Life on Earth’ 

 
Five years on from Laudato Si we are learning that ecological 

conversion is a matter of life and Death. Decisions at the United 
Nations summits in 2020 on both climate and biodiversity will be 

critical for salvaging a viable future. 
  

Conference this year will focus on these issues.   
 

Activities will include Q &A with an environmental activist from the Peruvian Amazon 
and workshops on Ecological Emergency, COP26 and divestment extractive 

industries 
 
 

Keynote speakers confirmed so far: 
Lorna Gold “Climate Generation; awakening to our Children’s future” 
Fr Eamonn Mulcahy “From the heart of the Church: Francis’ gospel vision for 
integral humanity” 
Mark Rotherham “Framing the global economic- ecological crisis: Integrating 
ecological and economic change. “ 

 
 
I would really like to recommend the conference to everyone.  It is a great 
experience....there is always so much to learn and every time I go I come home 
refreshed and energised.  The accommodation is very comfortable, the meals 
delicious and the setting beautiful. There is a crèche for children under 5, activities 
for 5 to 11 year olds and for 12 to 18 year olds. 
 
If you would like to talk to me about it informally please email me on  
lizarchibald.justiceandpeace@gmail.com or phone me on 07910578310.  
 
There will shortly be more details on the NJPN website.  
 
 If enough people were interested, we could look at organising transport.  
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